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I. Description 
 
The event, accompanied by music performances and 
screenings by other artists, is designed for 40 guests enjoying a 
garden party. Ten members of the group, aka cutartists2, help 
make the performance happen. They are recognizable from 
the guests through their formal dress, cardboard masks and 
millstone ruffs (Fig.1)  
 
II. Procedure 
The performance happens in three phases: inauguration, 
explanation and application. 
 
A. Inauguration Phase 
During this phase, cutartists wait for all guests to arrive and 
make themselves at home. As the party begins, the guests 
gradually realize the presence of a large cardboard box 
(3*3*2m) standing on the terrace emitting light from the 
perforated group logo on its sides (See Fig.2). By the sound of drumming or a bell, the guests are 
invited to gather around the box to watch the box open up after a short speech. Meanwhile, 
brochures explaining the function of partying tools in Persian and English are distributed among the 
crowd. These resemble usual brochures of home appliances with technical drawings. Guest will keep 
these with them till the end of the party and are allowed to take them home once the party is 
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finished. Guests are also asked to choose from 
the juices that will be served by the cutartists in 
paper-cups. (Fig.3&4) This phase lasts one hour. 
 
B. Explanation Phase 
As the box opens up, guests get a view of a 
large pyramidal cardboard ‘structurl’ holding 20 
partying tools prepared by cutartists. (Fig. 2) 
Guests return back to the normal course of the 
party for a quarter of an hour as the cutartists 
divide into groups of two, each taking 
responsibility of presenting four partying tools 
in Persian and English to every one or two guest 
(Fig.5-9.) The presentation is brief (less than 30 
seconds) and corresponds to the instructions 
indicated in the brochures. Each two cutartists do a demonstration of the way tools are applied and 
check the boxes on guests’ brochures to keep track of which tools are presented to which guests. 
The cutartists move back and forth between the shelf and the guests until all guests are presented 
with all partying tools. The phase takes one to one and a half hour to complete parallel to other 
party procedures. 
 

C. Application Phase 
Guests are welcome to use any tool they wish to communicate with one another and make the most 
of the party. The last two phases blend into one another without a clear-cut distinction as cutartists 
retreat and gather around the pyramidal cardboard structure. The partying tools are finally 
presented for sale for the symbolic price of 50 Euros. The phase lasts from 30min to one hour. 
 

For a general impression of the group see our bilingual website at: www.cutartists.com 
 



Fig.5-9.Some sketches for 
partying tools 
 
From top left to right: 
5.Enabling different views; 
6.Enabling gossiping or 
soundless communication; 
7.Enabling private space (for 
make-up) and private 
communication; 
8.Enabling focused view; 
9.Dish-holders and 
viewfinders. 



III. Lexicon 
 

/a:t/BrE
Performance art group with members from many 
different cities of Iran 

Cutartist Artists working through the means of cut and paste 
towards an Aristotelian catharsis. 

Millstone Ruff The millstone ruff is a round collar made of pleated 
white linen. It was fashionable in Holland from the 
late 16th century to about 1625. They began small, 
but became increasing broad until finally resembling 
millstones. We use paper ruffs due to its resemblance 
enlarged section of a cardboard. 

Structurl A churlish structure, any of structures made by 
cutartists.

Partying Tools Interactive objects made out of cardboard made for 
the enjoyment of a guest in a party. Most partying 
tools facilitate communication and interaction 
between two guests. 

IV. Specification 
 

General Idea: to provide guests with partying tools and the 
necessary guidance for their application. 

Duration: 3hrs 

Number of performers: !0 �����A��� 
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Number of Guests: &0 

Number of Partying tools: !0�
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